
Use of E-Resources by the Researchers of Agricultural Faculty, 
Annamalai University: A Gender Based Study 

J. Bakkiaraj1,  M.G.Sathiyamurthy2  and  S.Mohamed Esmail3

1Research Scholar, 2&3Department of Library and Information Science, Annamalai University, 
Annamalainagar - 608 002, Tamil Nadu, India

E-mail: sankslibsal@gmail.com
(Received on 10 September 2012 and accepted on 01 November 2012)

Abstract – This study presents the Use of E-Resources by 
Researchers of Agricultural Faculty, Annamalai  University, 
Tamil Nadu, India. A questionnaire consists of 23 questions 
and designed to elicit the opinion of research scholars of 
agricultural faculty, Annamalai University. There are 13 
departments in agriculture faculty, Annamalai University.  But 
the questionnaires were distributed only ten departments of 
agricultural faculty, Annamalai University. Among the total 
number of 132 research scholars 124 questionnaires were 
responded. From the study it is revealed that majority of the 
research scholar in the faculty of agriculture have been used 
e-resources for their research work.  
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I. IntroductIon

 Electronic resources are invaluable research tools, which 
complement print-based resources in any traditional library.  
E-resources are now as important as print sources. The 
meaning of  library changes form day by day.  They offer 
totally new environment new resources and new services to 
the users.  The library collection will depend on user needs. 
In the modern digital era most of the library collection will 
be e-resources. So, all collection of electronic resources is 
to	 provide	 specific	 pin-pointed,	 exhaustive,	 expeditious	
dissemination of information service to their users. Electronic 
resources are now recognized as of being of importance 
to even small academic and public libraries and they are 
consuming an ever-increasing share of library budgets, often 
to the detriment of monographic acquisitions. CD-ROMs, 
local area networks, computer-equipments, online resources, 
the Internet, and other remote databases all provide libraries 
with vast resources for their user populations. In addition to 
the	benefits	of	additional	access,	 the	 information	explosion	
has also produced a considerable amount of confusion on the 
part of library users and librarians. 

 Electronic resources are invaluable research tools which 
implement print based resources in any traditional library. 
Electronic resources provide access to information that might 
be restricted to the user because of geographical location or 
finances.	Electronic	resources	also	provide	access	to	current	
information as these are often updated frequently. Through 
their various search techniques, electronic resources provide 
extensive links to explore additional resources or related 
content. In addition, electronic resources are convenient to 
use since users are able to access information from the library. 
It is for these reasons, electronic resources are considered as 
a important resource of teaching, research and training. Thus, 
most of libraries as well as the universities of the present 
day provide electronic resources for higher education and 
research.

II. objectIves of the study

1.	 To	find	out	gender-wise	respondent’s	frequency	of	library	
visits.

2. To know gender-wise respondent’s extent of dependence 
of library for research.

3. To study gender-wise respondent’s access of e-resources 
for their research activities.

4. To assess gender-wise respondent’s extend of use of 
online information for their academic and research works.

5.	 To	 find	 out	 gender-wise	 respondent’s	 purpose	 of	 using	
library e-resources.

6. To study gender-wise respondent’s method of acquiring 
IT skills.

7. To know gender-wise respondent’s opinion on need of 
orientation / training programme for greater awareness 
about e-resource.

8.	 To	identify	gender-wise	respondent’s	opinion	on	influence	
factor for the use of search engine.
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III. Methodology

 A questionnaire consists of 23 questions and designed 
to elicit the opinion of research scholars of agricultural 
faculty, Annamalai University. Further which helps to know 
the	e-resources	 facilities	and	 its	benefits,	whether	 the	users	
have	 been	 benefited	 or	 not	 through	 these	 technological	
based	 services	 also	 can	 be	 easily	 identified.	 There	 are	 13	
departments in agriculture faculty, Annamalai University.  
But the questionnaires were distributed only ten departments 
of agricultural faculty, Annamalai University. Among the total 
number of 132 research scholars 124 questionnaires were 
responded.  The well tested questionnaire was distributed 

tabLe i gender-Wise respondent’s frequency of Library visits

tabLe ii gender Wise respondent’s extend of dependence of Library for research

personally to the research scholars of Agricultural Faculty, 
Annamalai	 University.	 Sufficient	 time	 was	 given	 to	 the	
respondents to furnish the required information. Data were 
also collected from the University hand book.

IV. scope and lIMItatIons

 This study was conducted only in Agricultural Faculty, 
Annamalai University and no other faculty and department 
included in this study.  The study is concerned with the use of 
e-resources by the research scholar only and not included UG 
and PG students of the agriculture faculty. 

 Table I shows gender-wise respondent’s frequency of 
library visit. Among the 124 respondents, 48 male and 10 
female respondents visit the library every day, 27 male and 
6 female respondents visit the library more than once in a 
week, 21 male and 4 female respondents visit the library once 
in a week, only one male once in a fortnight, and 6 male and 
one female respondents visit the library once in a month. 

 It could be seen from the above discussion that majority 
of male respondents visit the library every day.

 Table II shows that gender-wise respondent’s extend 
of dependence of library for research.  Among the 124 
respondents 58 male and 11 female respondents totally 
dependent on library, 33 male and 9 female respondents 
substantially dependent on library and 12 male and one 
female respondents marginally dependent on library for 
research.  

 It is seen from the discussion that majority 58 of the male 
respondents totally dependent on the library.

 Table III shows gender-wise respondent’s Access 
of e-resources for their research activities. Among the 
total number of 124 respondents 69 male and 18 female 
accessing e-resource daily, 16 male and one female accessing 
e-resources thrice a week, and 15 male 2 female accessing 
e-resource once a week and only 3 male respondents accessing 
e-resources once a month. It is seen from the above table that 
majority 69 of the male respondents accessing e-resources 
daily.

 Table IV shows that gender-wise respondent’s extend use 
of online information for their academic and research works.  
67 male and 19 female respondents uses online information 
some time and 36 male and 2 female respondents uses online 
information always.  

 It is seen from the discussion that majority 67 of the male 
respondents uses online information some time.

v. analysIs and InterpretatIon
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tabLe iv gender Wise respondent’s extend of use of onLine information

tabLe v gender Wise respondent’s purpose of using Library e-resources

tabLe vi gender Wise respondent’s method of acquiring it skiLLs

tabLe vii gender Wise respondent’s opinion on the need of orientation / training programme 

tabLe iii gender Wise respondent’s access of e-resources

 Table V shows that gender-wise respondent’s purpose of 
using library e-resources, 63 male and 19 female respondents 
using library e-resources for research, 25 male and one 
female respondents using library e-resources for project and 
3 male and one female respondents using library e-resources 
to prepare seminar, 8 male respondents using e-resources to 
prepare article and 4 male respondents using e-resources to 
update knowledge.  

 It is seen from the discussion that majority 63 of the male 
respondents purpose of using library e-resources for research.

 Table VI shows that Gender wise respondent’s method 
of acquiring IT skills. Among the 124 respondents, 50 male 
and 10 female respondents acquiring IT skills by attending 
workshops, 39 male and 5 female respondents acquiring 
IT skills by formal training and 10 male and 5 female 
respondents through colleagues and 2 male one female 
respondents training at work place and 2 male respondents 
attending workshop.  

 It is seen from the discussion that majority (50) of the 
male respondents acquiring IT skills by trail and error method 
and it is followed by 39 male respondents acquiring IT skills 
through their formal training.
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tabLe viii gender Wise respondent’s opinion on infLuence factors for the use of search engine

 Table VII  shows that gender-wise respondent’s opinion 
on need of orientation/ training programme for greater 
awareness about e-resources. Among the 124 respondents 93 
male and 19 female respondents stated as needed orientation/ 
training programme for greater awareness about e-resources

 Table VIII shows that Gender wise respondent’s opinion 
on	influence	factors	for	the	use	of	search	engine.		Among	the	
124 respondents, 34 male and 11 female respondents popular, 

VI. conclusIon

 From the study it is revealed that majority of the 
research scholar in the faculty of agriculture have been used 
e-resources for their research work.  Among the e-resources                  
e-journals are the popular and frequently used resources 
through which these users are getting more information for 
fulfilling	their	needs.		It	is	also	determined	from	the	study	that	
most of the research scholars faced the problems of lack of IT 
knowledge.  Hence, it is suggested that there is a need to train 
the research scholars how to use the electronic resources.  At 
the same time the level of satisfaction of the research scholar 
with  e-resources available in university library shows a 
positive results, so it is proved that the university library 
providing maximum level of services to its user.  

18 male and 8 female respondents more information, 11 male 
respondents user friendly, 29 male and one female respondents 
simpleness an 11 male and one female respondents stated 
easy	 to	connect	 to	 internet	as	 the	 factors	 that	 influence	 the	
use of  search engine.

 It could be seen from the above discussion that majority 
of the 34 male respondents stated that popularity of the search 
engine as a main factor for the use of search engine.
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