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Abstract – This paper describes about the bibliometric study 
on citations in Economic Journals.   A Total of 6 Volumes of 
Journals in Economics subject has been taken from 2000 to 
2010 for the study. It includes 2326 articles and 82464 citations.   
The study included in  analyzing the Year-Wise and Volume-
Wise Distribution of Citations, Number of Citations in Articles,  
Quantitative Growth Articles by Volume, Cited Documents in 
the Journals, Authorship Patterns of Citations (Volume-Wise) 
etc. The result of the study reveals that the  general publication 
of articles in citation of the journals take the predominant 
representations role.
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I. IntroductIon

 The term bibliometric was initially used by Pritchard 
(1969) and defined as the application of mathematical 
and statistical methods to books and other media of 
communication. Bibliometric studies have done in a variety 
of subjects. Nicholas and Ritche divided  bibliometric studies 
in to two broad groups; one describing the characteristic 
features of body of literature (i.e. descriptive studies) and the 
other examining the relationship formed between components 
of a literature (i.e.  behavioral studies). Behavioral studies 
are commonly referred to as ‘Citation studies’ which relates 
what the authors cite. Citation analysis is very useful to the 
librarians to evaluate library collections and services. It is 
also a tool to analyze the research activity. Citation analysis 
is defined as an activity involving analysis of the citations 
or references, which forms a part of the primary scientific 
communication. When the scientific paper makes mention of 
or makes reference to another scientific paper, the latter has 
been cited by the former as a source of information as the 
support for the points of view as authority for the statements 
of facts etc. The Citations also reveal the nature of literature 
in a subject.                       

   There are mainly three application areas in citation analysis: 
They are 

a) Quantitative and qualitative evaluation of Scientists, 
publications and scientific institutions;

b) Modeling of the historical development of science and 
technology;

c) Information search and retrieval.

 Thus citations are used to access the value, quality, and 
impact penetration originality, visibility of individual and 
corporate performance within and across disciplines.

II. objectIveS of the Study

The following objectives are formed for this study.

a) To find out the growth pattern of citation.

b) To reveal the citation analysis in journals. 

c) To find out the form of documents most cited.

III. Source journal

 The researcher has taken six economic journals which 
carry 2326 articles for a period of ten years from 2001 to 
2010. The following journals were taken for analysis and the 
abbreviations are used whereever necessary.

a) Bulletin of Economic Research (BER).

b) Economica (ECO).

c) Journal of Economics (JOE).

d) Journal of Finance (JOF).

e) Journal of Economic Literature (JOEL).

f) Quarterly journal of Economics (QJE).

IV. Methodology

 The analysis is based on only research articles published 
in these journals during 2001 to 2010 excluding editorials, 
personal notes tributes etc. The data were downloaded using 
EBSCO database. The percentage, cumulative index were 
used to calculate the data for analysis.
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V. analySIS of the Study
Table I year-WISe dISTrIbUTIon of arTIcleS (2001-2010)

Table II cITaTIon analySeS

 Table I shows the year-wise distribution of articles of the 
six economic journals from 2001-2010 and percentage of 
articles. The distribution of articles and percentages for BER, 
ECO, JOE, JOF, JOEL and QJE for a period of 10 years. 
In all the six journals there is no constant increase in the 
number of articles. Out of 224 articles in BER, the maximum 
number of articles was in 2003 and 2004 showing 11.68%. 
In Economica (ECO) the maximum number of publications 
is in the year 2009, which has 12.89%. The JOE shows a 
maximum number of publications in the year 2009 which has 
12.57%. There is an increased publication in JOF in the year 
2002 and 2004 which has 10.61%. In JOEL, the maximum 

numbers of articles are in the year 2001 which has 12.5% and 
in QJE it is in the year 2007 maximum number articles are 
published and has 10.7 %.

 The six journals selected for study contains 2326 articles 
and 82464 citations .The average rate of citation per article 
was (C/A) 35.45. But the rate of citation varied from 21.14 to 
35.45. The names of individual journals along with the total 
articles published, total citations appended in the articles and 
the rate of citation per article are provided in the Table II . 
Among the journals, the Journal of Finance contains highest 
number of citation per article (93.16) and the lowest rate was 
observed in Bulletin of Economic Research (C/A) (21.14).
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Table III percenTage of cITaTIonS per arTIcle

 The above graphical representation shows clearly the 
percentage of citations per article. Among the six Economic 
journals, Journal of Finance contributed maximum number 
of citations followed by Quarterly journal of Economics. A 
detailed schedule of citations are given in the Table III and 
from the graphical representation also it is clear that the 
highest percentage of citations was in Journal of Finance.

 The Table IV describes about the year-wise articles in the 
journals in citations. The Journal of Economic Literature is 
the highest among all the other journals which has articles in 
the citation in all the years. All other journals are followed 
after this journal. The lowest articles included in the Journal 
of Economics. 

Fig.1 Citations per article in individual journals

Fig.2 Percentage of citations
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Table Iv year-WISe dISTrIbUTIon of arTIcleS In cITaT

Table v formS of docUmenTS

 The Table V shows the various forms of documents cited 
by the authors. Journals were most cited form of document 
followed by books. The other forms of document cited 
were bulletin, Conference Proceedings, workshops, reports, 
Working Papers, Unpublished papers, Ph.D thesis and web 
sites. The Journal of finance cited more journals followed by 
quarterly Journal of economics. 

V. concluSIon

 The analysis of six economic journals gives scope for 
further research like authorship pattern, doubling time and 
growth pattern. The study gives a comparative growth of 
articles published and utilization of cited documents in the 
six economic journals.
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